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The Second Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
May 22nd- 24th, 2007,   Tunis-Republic of Tunisia    
The 2nd SMEs Forum, which is being organized by the SMEs Center at the Arab Academy for Banking and Financial Sciences (AABFS), in collaboration with the Ministry of Employment and Professional Integration of Youth, at Tunis- Republic of Tunisia under the title:
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in the Arab Region: Opportunities & Challenges
The Forum targets exploring the new methods and techniques in developing the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) on one hand, and identifying the Role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the Chambers of Commerce & Industry in developing the MSMEs on the other hand. Moreover, this Forum aims at highlighting the Role of Human Recourses in credit decisions. Finally, it aims at navigating the successful experiences in this field. 

Speakers from the Arab world, developing countries, the European Union and U.S.A., to cover the papers. The event will be enriched by the presentation of case-studies, the experience of specialized regional and global organizations, and some success stories.

Expected number of participants is 200, drawn from the staff of banks, financial and economic institutions, development agencies, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the Chambers of Commerce & Industry and other interested parties. We are confident that you will not miss this golden opportunity. 

Hoping to receive your kind response, as early as possible, and thanking you for your cooperation.

If you like additional information or want to register for the Forum, please visit us on the web at: www.aabfs.org.
Email us at: smecenter@aabfs.org, forums@aabfs.org.
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2nd SMEs Forum Sessions
Day (1): 22, May, 2007
First Session:
Trade Marks & Franchising

1. Concepts of Trade Marks & Franchising in relation to MSMEs.

2. The role of commercial banks in financing Trade Marks & Franchising.

3. The role of venture capital and Specialized Financial Institutions in Financing 
    Trade Marks & Franchising.
4. The legal delimitations of maximizing the role of Trade Marks & Franchising 
    in developing the MSMEs sector.
5. Obstacles and delimitations in financing Trade Marks & Franchising 
    MSMEs.
6. Practical experiences in financing & managing Trade Marks & Franchising 
    MSMEs. 
Day (2): 23, May, 2007
ٍSecond Session:
Entrepreneurship of Human Resources and its Role in Improving the MSMEs Opportunities 

1. Competency of Trade Marks & Franchising MSMEs in developing the Human 
    Resources efficiency.
2. The role of training in encouraging the entrepreneurs to create, innovate and get 
    needed funds for MSMEs.

3. Developing the concepts of Entrepreneurship and encouraging the youth to start 
    their own MSMEs.
4. Integrating relationships among commercial banks, specialized financial  

    institutions and training institutions at the MSMEs Sector.
5. Entrepreneur's characteristics and their role in facilitating his relation with 
    commercial banks and specialized financial institutions.
6. A model for linking financing and training institutions: The Tunisian 
    Experience.
7. The Role of Arab Women Empowerment in Developing MSMEs.
Third Session: 
The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the Chambers of Commerce & Industry in Facing the Growth Challenges of MSMEs.

1. NGOs as a tool to empower the MSMEs challenges.
2. Methods of finance and technical assistance provided to NGOs and their effect on MSMEs.

3. The role of NGOs and the Chambers of Commerce & Industry to improve the women empowerment at the MSMEs Field.
4. The Role of NGOs and the Chambers of Commerce & Industry to improve the venture capital and the new methods of financing MSMEs.
Day (3): 24, May, 2007
Forth Session: 
Sight Visits to Financial Institutions and Entrepreneurial Projects to Explore the Tunisian Experience.
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